ANDROCLES AND THE LION

tradiction between his teaching and the practice of all the States
and all the Churches is no longer hidden. And it may be that
though nineteen centuries have passed since Jesus was born (the
date of his birth is now quaintly given as 7 B.C., though some con-
tend for 100 B.C.), and though his Church has not yet been
founded nor his political system tried, the bankruptcy of all the
other systems when audited by our vital statistics, which give us
a final test for all political systems, is driving us hard into accept-
ing him, not as a scapegoat, but as one who was much less of a
fool in practical matters than we have hitherto all thought him.

THE ALTERNATIVE CHRISTS

Let us now clear up the situation a little. The New Testament
tells two stories for two different sorts of readers. One is the old
story of the achievement of our salvation by the sacrifice and
atonement of a divine personage who was barbarously slain and
rose again on the third day: the story as it was accepted by the
apostles. And in this story the political, economic and moral
views of the Christ have no importance: the atonement is every-
thing; and we are saved by our faith in it, and not by works or
opinions (other than that particular opinion) bearing on practical
affairs.

The other is the story of a prophet who, after expressing
several very interesting opinions as to practical conduct, both
personal and political, which are now of pressing importance,
and instructing his disciples to carry them out in their daily life,
lost his head; believed himself to be a crude legendary form of
god; and rnder that delusion courted and suffered a cruel execu-
tion in the belief that he would rise from the dead and come in
glory to reign over a regenerated world. In this form, the political,
economic, and moral opinions of Jesus, as guides to conduct, are
interesting and important: the rest is mere psychopathy and
superstition. The accounts of the resurrection, the partheno-
genetic birth, and the more incredible miracles are rejected as in-
ventions; and such episodes as the conversation with the devil
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